In order to create or design a development, it is necessary to have a look backwards. To identify and understand the resources based on the possessed knowledge, steps for development are proposed. But, no less important is to understand the surrounding, what others are doing/planning, as it will save precious time in inventing something which is maybe already implemented elsewhere. Based on that assumption, this paper deals with the analysis of the current status of the organic farming (O.F.) in Macedonia and the Mediterranean countries, as they are closest to the soil and climate conditions that exist in Macedonia as well. This paper will try to give answer to the question "how to maintain the present level of development and to set parameters which should be used in order to reach further development". The analysis process was implemented by using SWOT (strength, weakness, opportunity, and 
Introduction
As compared to the conventional, organic farming (O.F.) is characterized by several different specifics. Holistic and environmental approach gives this kind of farming unique production dimension, given the influence of ambient conditions which tends to differ even on micro-regional level. In the first decades of the 20th century, scientifically formed concepts were brought into the traditional instinctive approach to nature. Change of lifestyle laid the foundations for changes in nutrition, hygiene, and physical culture. It was based not only on an attempt to adapt life to nature, but also on scientific knowledge (Sharapatka & Urban, 2009 ).
Organic Trade Association (2010) revealed that U.S. sales of organic products continued to grow during 2009, whereas organic food and non-food product sales in that year grew by 5.3%, despite the distressed state of the economy (Reine, Pugliese, & Al-Bitar, 2010) . The organic production methods attracted also the attention of local governments and economic operators and found space in discussion platforms and official strategies papers (Al-Bitar, Bteich, & Pugliese, 2010) . The facts and figures about organic agriculture statistics in this area have almost doubled between 2001 and 2007 (Al-Bitar & Pugliese, 2008 and continued to increase in terms of organic agricultural land. In 2008, with more than 143 thousand operators, organic agriculture in the Mediterranean covered an area of about five million ha of which around 1.3 million ha of wild collection and forests, mainly concentrated in Eastern Adriatic and some South-Eastern countries . Many non-EU Mediterranean countries already have a national law (Tunisia, Turkey, Serbia, Croatia, Macedonia, and Montenegro) and a well-developed export market (Morocco, Tunisia, Turkey, and Serbia), while local markets are still emergent. After close study of the SWOT (strength, weakness, opportunity, and threats) analysis performed in Macedonia and by the Mediterranean countries, it is clear that there are numerous common factors, resources, structures, and gaps in the organic sector. The research goal in this paper is to present in a sublimated referent document in a form of listed strategic goals and instruments for development in Macedonia and Mediterranean countries. Much indicates that the highly applied research has had a very important part to play in the development of the sector. But rarely have research programs been analyzed and evaluated on their effect on a sector of society and this is generally thought to be quite difficult, among other things, because it can be difficult to distinguish the contribution from research from those of other development forces. 
Materials and Methods

Results and Discussions
In 2007, the Government of the Republic of Macedonia has adopted the National Strategy for Agriculture and Rural Development in which a strategic goal is defined for development of agriculture and the rural sector for the period from 2007 to 2013, and which states to strengthen the agriculture in order to become competitive on integrated regional markets of EU and SE Europe through:
 improving efficiency of agricultural production, processing, and marketing;  establishing relevant public and private institutions;
 improving farm efficiency;  ensuring consumers who have access to safe and healthy food;  optimizing the use of limited resources ,such as soil, water, and forest;  establishing vital rural communities through sustainable rural development.
The National Plan for Organic Production 2013-2020 relates to the following parts of organic production: (1) production (plant production and animal production); (2) processing; (3) trade; (4) research, education, and science; (5) policy, legislation, and control; and (6) input materials. Based on performed SWOT analysis on different subsectors in agriculture, analysis of the conditions in O.F. is performed and strategic goals are set, as well as specific policy goals and activities that are to be implemented during this time frame. In the action plan for O.F., several activities are set, such as: area of intervention, activities, approach, and time frame for task completion. The development of the organic sector in Macedonia till 2011 records steady growth as presented in Figure 1 (Retrieved from http://www.mzsv.gov.mk/files/National%20Plan%20for%20Organic% 20Production_2013%20-%202020.pdf). Driven by the increased number of operators and processing facilities in the past few years, the governmental support increased the level of subsidy in this sector as presented in Figure 2 (Retrieved from http://www.mzsv.gov.mk/files/National%20Plan%20for%20Organic%20Production_2013%20-%202020.pdf).
Similar is the situation in the remaining Mediterranean countries, too. More and more subjects are joining thus contributing to the expansion of production facilities. In the past few years, a growth trend is recorded, since many operators are joining and processing facilities are expanding as presented in Tables 1 and 2 (Organic World, 2015; Al-Bitar, 2008) . One of the most significant obstacles is insufficient number of inputs on the market: seed and pesticides allowed for use in O.F. The next weak point is insufficient and irregular campaign on beneficial effect of organic food on human health. Poor pre-organic farm establishment procedure and the absence of Higher Education Institutions in the knowledge transfer system is another key obstacle for the development of O.F. (Zlatkovski, Mihajlov, & Mitrev, 2015) . Furthermore, the education level and low level of organic farmers' organization are another weak point on the road for local and national development of O.F. IPARD (Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance and Rural Development) funds are unused as well, especially on the measures meant for processors and storage facilities, specialized and certified enterprises for processing and packaging.
Few number of tourist facilities are offering organic menu. Furthermore, underdeveloped sector of rural tourism makes its contribution to the slow development of O.F., too.
The status of the O.F. research outside Macedonia is mainly concentrated in Europe, considered the cradle of organic research (Wilier, 2009) . However, in the last few years, studies and experiments on O.F. and practices started emerging in other parts of the world involving several actors. Some of them are the Organic Centre of Canada (OACC), the Brazilian Agriculture Research Corporation (EMBRAPA), and the Rodale Institute in the U.S. Other research activities related to O.F. are mainly carried out by universities. All these initiatives have a common objective which is the collaboration for the promotion and enhancement of organic research worldwide (Reine et al., 2010) .
To date the EU contribution to the development of research in organic agriculture has included the funding of around 70 research projects that refer directly (explicit reference in the title) or indirectly (mentioned as part of the topic) to organic agriculture (Zanoli, 2009 ). The first contribution of EU to organic agriculture research dates back to the FP2 (1987 FP2 ( -1993 , where in organic agriculture was mentioned as part of the extensification and diversification of agricultural production. At present, only three research projects entirely concern organic agriculture in FP7 (2007 FP7 ( -2013 , probably due to the overall limited research funding (Zanoli, 2009) . Across the Mediterranean, the transfer and dissemination of organic agriculture research results are carried out by means of two main tools: publications and training courses. Internet websites appear to be an important tool for results sharing, diffusion in EU but not in CPC (candidates and potential candidates countries) and SEM (South and East Mediterranean) countries, where more probably farmers and other actors of the agricultural sector still do not have easy access to the computer technology (Reine et al., 2010) .
According to the opinions of many researchers, the main research priorities for organic research in the Mediterranean need to be:
 In Macedonia and other CPS country: pest management/plant protection, soil fertility management, agroecology and biodiversity, market study, and promotion;  In SEM countries: plant protection/biological control, soil fertility management, postharvest and food processing, quality control, and inspection system;  In EU Mediterranean countries: plant and animal genetic resources, cropping systems, market study and promotion, improving knowledge, and technologies.
Conclusions
According to the results of the current situations and researches in Macedonia and Mediterranean countries, the new opportunities in the near future for development of O.F. especially through applicative scientific research, are in key strengths that are identified by the following real facts and conditions:  the high qualification of human resources involved in research in organic issues; the existing infrastructures (laboratories and experimental farms) available for research in organic agriculture in Macedonia and Mediterranean countries;  an adequate transfer of the research results mainly through publications and workshops.
As most influential weaknesses, this paper emphasizes:  the small number of centers fully specialized in organic research;  lack of long-term experiment in organic agriculture in Macedonia and Mediterranean countries.
For further work to support organic research in the Mediterranean region, it would be useful to:  continue monitoring the evolutionary trends of organic research in the Mediterranean in order to base future support initiatives on a comprehensive and updated picture of the situation;
 identify the practical problems of the sector and try to find out how research may contribute to their solution;  participate in regional Mediterranean and International projects trying to convey and consolidate common interests;  establish relations and partnership and develop networking at Mediterranean and international level for a better exchange of information and sharing of experience.
